
Newsletter 1, Term 1, 2019

Dear Subscribers Name

Welcome back to school and our first newsletter for 2019.  Each fortnight, the newsletter will be emailed out
via our website.

Principal's Message
Dear Parents
I am wishing you all a very warm welcome to the 2019 school year here at
Castletown PS. Many thanks to the students, staff and parents who have
worked so hard to ensure a positive and professional focus as we settle in for

an excellent year of teaching and learning.
Re-structure   Due to significant new enrolments last week, we needed to create an additional class
and shuffle many students into different classrooms. This was completed very quickly last Friday
and I wish to formally thank everyone involved for supporting this transition. All classes have settled
down, student numbers in each class are very good and teachers have worked hard to analyse
assessments and set in place planning for improvement for all students in their respective classes.

Whole School Literacy Focus Nearly all teachers took time during the recent school holidays to
attend a sequence of professional learning over 4 days in Perth. We now have a defined whole-of-
school approach to teaching students (K-6) speech, spelling, reading and writing. Consequently, we
have developmental profiles, specific teaching targets and agreements to have measured
improvement for all students in their respective classes.
Attending these training sessions and working collaboratively back here at school, has given
impetus to a pedagogical shift for teachers at Castletown PS. This is in line with the Department of
Education’s policies and our School Business Plan.

Teacher-Parent Meetings We are currently developing a new framework to offer parents different and
more appropriate opportunities to formally engage with their child’s teacher. This will be discussed
with staff, the P&C and the School Board. At Castletown PS we are keen to enhance greater
participation and engagement with parents of students across the school K-6.

LOTE – French Commencing this year, students P-6 will be learning French. We are very excited
about this and warmly welcome Ms Garn who has been appointed by the school to implement the
French Language Program. Ms Garn is settling in very well to her new role at Castletown PS and we
wish her every success.

Student Councillors  A total of 22 applications have been received from our Year 6 cohort for a
position as Student Councillor 2019. The Selection Panel  (Principal, Deputy Principal and 2 x School
Board members) is currently engaged in identifying the most suitable applicants and we look
forward to announcing the successful students very soon. It is an honour and a privilege to be
selected and we look forward to working with and supporting our new Student Councillors in 2019
to make a difference at our school.

Concerns/Issues I have really appreciated being given the opportunity to work with parents when
issues and concerns are raised with me. Should you need to raise matters I can be contacted at the
school on 9071 5599 or by email on colin.brand@education.wa.edu.au and I look forward to working
with you resolve these.

Enjoy a safe, happy and successful 2019.

Colin Brand
Principal



Our Student Leaders Selection Panel - Mr Brand, Mr Guest, Mrs Wright and Mr Weckert.

Deputy's Desk - Student Services
Mr Weckert is the Deputy - Student Services.  Each fortnight in the newsletter he
will share information pertinent in supporting our students to achieve success
at Castletown Primary School. Today's article includes information on
Attendance, Classroom Policies and Students at Educational Risk.

Attendance
Attending school regularly is very important. Castletown Primary School has a target of 95%
attendance in our School Business Plan. In the first fortnight of school this year we have achieved
95.37% attendance from Kindy to Year 6. Student absences from school must be recorded and an
explanation will be followed up. Parents can notify the school of student absences using the UpDat-
ed App, school website or through communication to classroom teachers or office. We currently
have a number of unexplained absences.
 
Classroom Policies
All Teacher, including Specialists, are developing a Classroom Policy that outlines the day to day
running of their classroom. Within these policies, teachers will outline the whole school approach of
1-2-3 Magic and Emotion Coaching used to create positive learning environments in our school.
Teachers have negotiated ‘start’ and ‘stop’ behaviours with their students to develop their
understanding of appropriate behaviour for learning in the school environment. The desire to ensure
there a consistent approach across the school will foster the development of positive learning
environments. Teaching staff will notify parents in a timely manner if students are regularly
displaying ‘stop’ behaviours.
Classroom meetings for teachers to discuss their Class Policy will be coordinated in the next
fortnight.
 
Students At Educational Risk (SAER)
Castletown Primary School has in place processes to support students at educational risk. As the
Students Services Coordinator, I will be working with agencies to get the best outcomes for students
at our school in 2019. Our school nurse, Nikee Tierney, has started engagement with our Kindy

cohort and will commence School Entry Health Assessment form 1st March. We have the EarBus

Foundation of WA visiting on 19th February, providing free ear checks for aboriginal children. Our
new School Psychologist, Zoe Robson, is supporting students and families who already have a
referral in place for 2019. Zoe will be working at Castletown PS 3 days a week in 2019.

Mr Ashley Weckert
Deputy - Student Services

Deputy's Desk - Curriculum
Mrs Fetherston is the Deputy - Curriculum.  Each fortnight in the newsletter she
will share information pertaining to curriculum at Castletown Primary School. 
Today's article includes PLD, Scitech, On-Entry, NAPLAN Online Preparation
and Assemblies.PLD

During the school holidays 22 of our staff attended Professional Learning (PL) in Perth about
Promoting Literacy Development (PLD).  The PLD Literacy PL provides a whole school program to
improving Literacy outcomes through a consistent approach to phonics, spelling, oral language,
reading and writing.  Staff members attended sessions on different days targeting the year levels
they are teaching this year.  In March, 4 teachers who were unable to attend the Professional
Learning during the holidays will attend the same PL in Perth. All our Education Assistants have
also participated in online seminars to develop their own understanding of the PLD program.  

The PLD Literacy approach allows teachers to easily assess students' understanding of phonics and
spelling, identify areas requiring further learning and track students' progress throughout the year. 
In the Early Years it is based upon a synthetic phonics approach as advocated by the Department of
Education.  



For more information about the Promoting Literacy Development Program click here.
 
Scitech
On Wednesday 27th February and Thursday 28th February we have engaged Scitech to come to
Castletown to provide an exciting incursion consisting of a show and a follow-up workshop for
students from K-6.  

Our K-3 students will be participating in the Mix and Make Show and Workshop whilst our Year 4-6
will be participating in the Elements of Surprise Show and Workshop.  Details regarding this
incursion were sent home via email, including the cost of $6 per child to be paid by Friday 22nd
February.  If you have not recieved the email please contact the school to confirm your contact
details.

On Monday, 25th February, after school, all our teachers will be attending Professional Learning
presented by Scitech staff in regards to the STEM Learning Projects - an educational program for K-
10 students funded by the Department of Education and developed by a consortium including
SCITECH, Educational Computing Association of WA (ECAWA), Mathematics Association of WA
(MAWA) and Science Teachers Association of WA (STAWA).

On-Entry
Our Pre-primary students will be participating in the On-Entry Assessment from next week.  Pre-
Primary Teachers will be released from their classes to work one-on-one with students to completed
this mandated assessment of Literacy and Numeracy skills.  The information from the assessment
will help teachers to plan effectively for their students in Literacy and Numeracy.  Parent will be
informed of their child's results once the assessment is completed.   For more information about the
On-Entry Assessment click here.

NAPLAN Online Preparation
Our Year 3 and Year 5 teachers have started implementing programs to prepare their students for the
NAPLAN Online.  All NAPLAN assessments (except the Year 3 writing) will be completed online in
Term 2, 2019.  Students have been supported to become familiar with the online nature of the
assessment and develop the ICT skills to be able to navigate and complete the assessment
confidently.  Click here for more information about NAPLAN online and how you can help your child
prepare for it.

Assemblies
In 2019, our assemblies will be occurring on Friday mornings commencing at 8.50 am.

As per last year, there will be a Junior (PP-2), Senior (Year 3-6 including Room 2, Year 2/3) and Whole
School (pp-6) Assemblies throughout each term.  Classes that host the assembly will invite parents
back to the classroom for a shared morning tea after their assembly.

In term 1 the assemblies will be:
Week 5 - Senior Assembly - Friday 8th March hosted by Room 9, Year 6.
Week 7 - Junior Assembly - Friday 22nd March hosted by Room 3, Year 2.
Week 9 - Whole School Assembly - Friday 5th April hosted by Room 21, Year 6.
Week 10 - Whole School ANZAC Day Assembly hosted by our Student Leaders.

Julie Fetherston
Deputy - Curriculum

ECE POL News
All of the children in EC4 and EC5 are settling into Kindy well after their
successful Kindy Orientation last year. 
They are enjoying all of the fun places to play and have been playing lots of
colour games. This week they made colourful pasta necklaces and their first

finger painting. Lots of messy fun!

Click here to view a gallery of photos

Miss Kara Auricht
Kindy Teacher

Year 1-2 POL News
Welcome back for another exciting year full of fun, learning and new
experiences!
It has been a wonderful start to 2019, seeing children from the Junior years
exploring and playing in their new outdoor play spaces.

Students from Years 1 - 3 are able to enjoy play areas such as; the quadrangle with Astro Turf courts,



the old undercover area, the top oval and Junior playground. These areas are also utilised for
outdoor learning opportunities.

All students are accompanied by their classroom teacher to come together to safely and responsibly
eat their recess and lunch in the old undercover area. Well done to everyone for picking up their
rubbish and keeping this area tidy.
It has been fantastic to see students displaying virtuous behaviour during their recess and lunch
play, with duty teachers rewarding positive behaviour with raffle tickets.

 

 

 
Lauren Stokes
Year 2 Teacher

Year 3-4 POL News
The Year Three and Four students have had an exciting start to their 2019
school year. The students have been busy exploring their new play areas with
the school’s new class layout. 
The Year Three students have been enjoying the large play area they have

access to outside of their classrooms including the quad, top oval, junior playground and the old
undercover area to sit and enjoy their recess and lunch. The Year Four students have also been very
excited to finally be able to play on the main oval and the senior playground. 

Also this term, students are busily preparing and training for the faction carnival in week 7. Every
Friday afternoon, students join the other children in their factions to practice the different events that
will be held on the sports carnival day. 

During Term One students also have the opportunity to join the school choir and participate in the
many fantastic performances that occur throughout the year. The Year Three and Four students have
had a fabulous start to the school year and are looking forward to all of the exciting things Term One



has awaiting them.

Mrs Madison Wickstein
Year 4 Teacher

Year 5-6 POL News
Transition to a new part of the school has gone smoothly and senior students
have engaged positively with their new surroundings and settled well in this
new year. Each class is working on becoming productive and valued citizens of
our school.

 
Nominations for School Leaders closed earlier this week. The selection panel including Mr Colin
Brand, Mr Ash Weckert and two members from the School Board are reading through these
submissions. Each student will be ranked and a final decision will be announced shortly.

On Friday, 15th February, Tommaso D'Orsogna, Australian Olympic Swimmer, came to Castletown
PS to share his story, inspiring Year 5-6 students to persist in their dreams and develop healthy
habits. 

2 Year 6 students wrote about Tommaso's visit and his message to students.

Today I met an Olympian named Tommaso D'Orsogna.  He was a swimmer in the Olympics. 
Tommaso started swimming at 2 years old and has been swimming of the rest of his life, until he
retired in 2017. He's now studying medicine at University and he also talked about being Sunsmart,
writing your own story about yourself and achieving your goals.  It was interesting to hear his story as
he was a WA boy who has achieved his goals and dreams about swimming.  - Blayden 

Tommaso D'Orsogna came to Castletown Primary School.  He is an Olympic medallist in swimming 
He told Year 5-6 students what it is like being an Olympic Swimmer and growing up in the water.  At
the Commonwealth Games Tommaso won a gold and silver medal.  In the Olympics he won a bronze
medal.  Tommaso got his name from his grandfather.  He also told us some of the countries he raced
at like India, Turkey and Spain.  After, students asked questions about being SunSmart and won
prizes like sunscreen, sunglasses and drink bottles. - Axel

 

Mrs Nicola Rose
Year 6 Teacher
 



Specialist DOTT POL News
It has been a busy start to the year for all ages in Physical Education. With the
upcoming Sports Carnival and Interschool Carnival in the second half of the
term, the main focus in classes has been Athletics.
The students have been working hard to critique their skills and build their

general fitness. On Fridays, all Year levels have been participating in Whole School Sports. In their
factions, students have been doing try outs for each Carnival event, in order to determine teams and
individual divisions for the big day. Any parents that would like to volunteer on Fridays, please
contact the school. All help would be greatly appreciated.

 
Damien Pansini
Physical Education Specialist

Event Quick View

Wed 27th Februaryto Thu 28th February
Scitech Incursion

Mon 4th March
Labour Day

Community Events
Welcome to our Community Events Page Esperance Amateur Swim Club Do you like to swim? Are
you aged between 8 and 108? Esperance Seadragons need you! Come and have some fun at
our Splash and Dash Carnival on Saturday 16 February, starting at 1pm, at the Leisure Centre.
Register via this link https://myswimresults.com.au/Meet.aspx?MeetID=AUS|4507 Meet a real life
Olympic medallist while you're there! Tommaso D'Orsogna from Perth will be visiting!

P & C
Welcome to Castletown Primary School and we look forward to working with you in providing a
great year of schooling for your child/children.Click here to access the application form for the
Canteen Manager Position. We would like to tell you a bit about the P & C and our role within
Castletown Primary School.  We are a voluntary Committee made of Parents, Carers and Teachers
who provide their time and resources so that the P & C can provide much needed services and
resources to the school. Some of the services that are managed and financially supported by the P &
C are the following:- Canteen Uniform Shop Book Lists Of course a very major part of any Committee
is fundraising so there are various activities that are run through the year that the P & C has an active
part in co-ordinating volunteering for.  Some of these things are:- Book Fair Raffles Sausage Sizzles
Spell-a-thon Discos What happens to the money that is fundraised?  This money is then used to
financially support some of the following school activities and resources:- Ribbons for Sports Days
End of Year Book Prizes Library, RIBIT & Class Books Playground Equipment Literacy Books
Computer Programs Other school equipment & resources   We would like to encourage all parents
and carers to feel free to join the P & C and/or volunteer for any of these services and activities.  We
thank you for your time and wish you and your child/children every success as you start your year at
Castletown Primary School.   Castletown P&C Facebook Page   Latest Newsletter from our P&C   P &
C Committee Members

Yours sincerely
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Tania Barnes and Julie Fetherston
Newsletter Coordinators


